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New pastry chef whips 
up goodies at PeirceP.6
Students put on August 
Wilson homage P.5 P.12
WWW.KENYONCOLLEGIAN.COM
One junior is so concerned about Kenyon sanctioning 
them for living off-campus that they swipe into their assigned 
dorm every day.
Meredith Harper Bonham ’92, vice president of student af-
fairs, sent an email on Nov. 19 to Kenyon students and parents 
reaffirming a longstanding College policy prohibiting stu-
dents from living off-campus 
and vowing to enforce it be-
ginning next year, after fac-
ulty, administrators and Vil-
lage residents voiced concerns 
about the issue when Bonham 
assumed her position in July.
“If we have a policy, we 
should be enforcing that pol-
icy,” Bonham said. “Students 
living off-campus has become 
more of an issue over the last 
10 years.”
Concerns associated with 
off-campus housing extend to strained relations between 
Gambier residents and Kenyon students, resulting from 
“noise, underage drinking and garbage in their neighbor-
hoods,” Bonham wrote in the email. 
Bonham said the College’s policy is motivated by concern 
over student safety. “We don’t know that they are living in 
spaces that have been inspected, [or] if there are smoke alarms 
in those houses,” she said.
As with all student conduct reviews, sanctions are deter-
mined on an individual basis. 
“If we have information that a student is living in a non-
sanctioned space off campus, then I think it would be as 











College to start 
enforcing ban on 
off-campus living
RACHEL MITCHELL | STAFF WRITER
Annaliese Milano ’16 holds her guinea pig Harold, an emotional support animal. ResLife is formalizing a policy allowing such companions.
CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN
T he Office of Housing and Residential Life (ResLife) will enact a formal policy early next semester granting permission to students with documented medical conditions to keep emotional support animals (ESAs) in their residences. The Federal Housing Act requires that colleges provide reasonable housing accommodations for those with disabilities, 
and Kenyon is joining the large number of schools that have revised their policies in the past two years to include ESAs. 
The official policy describes an ESA as “an animal selected to play an integral part of a person’s treatment process that demonstrates 
a good temperament and reliable, predictable behavior.” Students may apply for permission to keep an ESA if they have a disability, if an 
ESA would help the student “use and enjoy their living space” and if there would be a connection between the two.
Lisa Train, associate director for ResLife, said the word “disability,” as it appears in the policy, can refer to mental illnesses or tempo-
rary mental conditions that hinders one’s productivity or well-being.
As of this semester, one student, Annaliese Milano ’16, already has two ESAs — guinea pigs named Remy and Harold. Milano ap-
plied for, and was granted, ESA eligibility this summer, on the recommendation of her psychiatrist. Milano, who has bipo-
Seeking companionship
This semester, course registration 
psyched some students out.
“I was freaking out,” said Made-
line Maldonado ’18, a psychology and 
Spanish double major, who was ini-
tially unable to enroll in any psychol-
ogy courses, which would have pre-
vented her from being able to study 
abroad and complete her graduation 
requirements. 
While Maldonado eventually got 
a spot in a psychology class, she was 
one of 68 students interested in psy-
chology who signed on to a letter to 
Provost Joseph Klesner underscor-
ing a concern that too few seats were 
available in psychology classes to 
meet campus demand.
During sophomore registration in 
mid-November, psychology courses 
filled before many declared majors 
could enroll in courses required by 
the department. According to the 
registrar’s office, psychology was the 
third most popular major for the 
Class of 2015, behind English and 
economics. The psychology depart-
ment, which has 13 faculty members, 
expressed need for new 
Few psych spots prompt petition
GRACE RICHARDS
STAFF WRITER
Sophomores Eliza Abendroth and Emma McGorray wrote a letter to Provost 
Joseph Klesner about a perceived lack of spaces in psychology courses. 
CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN
ALEX PIJANOWSKI | NEWS EDITOR
At 492 students, the Class of 
2019 is the largest first-year class 
in Kenyon’s history. 
But a larger class is just one of 
the effects of possible gaps in the 
Office of Admissions’ model — an 
algorithm that helps admissions 
officers determine which types of 
applicants and how many to ac-
cept to Kenyon.
“Folks here would say that the 
model is off,” said Diane Anci, vice 
president of enrollment manage-
ment and dean of admissions and 
financial aid. Minnesota-based 
enrollment management firm 
Hardwick Day constructs the Col-
lege’s model, and an independent 
modeler double-checks the work.
Admissions first turned its at-
tention to the admissions model 
last spring, when the College end-
ed up allotting more financial aid 
than it had budgeted for, accord-
ing to Anci, who assumed her po-
sition at the College in July. Due 
to a potential lack of data in the 
model, the Class of 2019 caused 
the College to exceed its financial 
aid budget, and a higher-than-
expected yield rate resulted in a 
larger class size.
International students and stu-
dents who applied early decision 
(ED) and were def-
Admissions dean 
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Village RecoRd
Nov. 18 – Dec. 8
We have a ton of capacity, so we’re not over-
enrolled. ... We’re not even close to being at 
capacity, so I think I will say quite blunt-
ly, folks need to get over the 492 first-year 
students in some ways, because [there are 
two large classes and two small classes]. I 
think that the goal would certainly be mov-
ing forward for more consistency. It’s hard. 
It’s hard on the dean of faculty’s office, it’s 
hard on the provost’s office. ... Listen, col-
leges deal with way bigger problems than 
this, let me be clear.
Diane Anci, dean of admissions, on class size:
Nov. 18, 1:51 p.m. — Students found with illegal substance and paraphernalia on lawn 
at Mather Residence Hall. Items confiscated, tested positive, turned over to Knox County 
Sheriff’s Office (KCSO).
Nov. 18, 2:05 p.m. — Multiple banners taken from soccer field without authorization.
Nov. 18, 7:54 p.m. — Student with allergic reaction at Peirce Hall. Safety and EMS re-
sponded. 
Nov. 19, 12:10 p.m. — Student with injuries sustained during bicycle accident. Student 
transported by squad to Knox Community Hospital (KCH) for further evaluation and 
treatment.
Nov. 20, 4:04 p.m. — Students witnessed pulling baggie out of leaves and then placing 
it back on lawn at Gund Commons. Bag retrieved, tested positive for illegal substance. 
Turned over to KCSO.
Nov. 21, 12:34 a.m. — Registered party over capacity at Old Kenyon Residence Hall. Shut 
down.
Nov. 21, 1:30 a.m. — Student residence found with College-owned sign at North Campus 
Apartments (NCAs). No authorization.
Nov. 21, 2:22 a.m. — Report of blood found in restroom at Gund Commons. No one found 
to be injured. Work order sent to clean up blood.
Nov. 21, 1 p.m. — Fire in woods behind building in New Apartments. Fire extinguished.
Nov. 21, 1:17 p.m. — Student residence found with paraphernalia in New Apartments. 
Item confiscated, tested positive for illegal substance. Turned over to KCSO.
Nov. 21, 1:45 p.m. — Student residence found with alcohol in New Apartments. Alcohol 
disposed of.
Nov. 21, 2 p.m. — Student residence found with College-owned sign at NCAs. No autho-
rization.
Nov. 21, 2 p.m. — Student residence found with hunting knife in New Apartments.
Nov. 21, 2 p.m. — Student residence found with College-owned sign in New Apartments. 
No authorization.
Nov. 21, 2:31 p.m. — Student residence found with paraphernalia at McBride Residence 
Hall. Item confiscated, tested positive for illegal substance. Turned over to KCSO.
Nov. 21, 3 p.m. — Door found to have missing doorknob at New Apartments.
Nov. 21, 3 p.m. — Damaged door in residence at New Apartments.
Nov. 21, 3:09 p.m. — Community member disrupting College athletic game at soccer 
field. Spectator escorted from game and banned from future games. Trespass letter sent.
Nov. 21, 3:15 p.m. — Damaged door in residence in New Apartments.
Nov. 21, 3:15 p.m. — Student residence found with College-owned sign in New Apart-
ments. No authorization.
Nov. 24, 6:36 p.m. — Illegal substance and paraphernalia found in residence at Hanna 
Residence Hall. Items confiscated, tested positive and turned over to KCSO.
Nov. 24, 11:30 p.m. — Pellet pistols, pellet rifle and alcohol found at Horvitz Hall. Alcohol 
disposed of. Pellet pistols and rifle brought to Campus Safety.
Nov. 27, 10:50 p.m. — Campuswide power outage. Safety completed rounds and checked 
fire panels. One fire panel found with issue. Buildings monitored.
Nov. 28, 1:19 p.m. — Fire alarm sounded due to burned food at NCAs. No smoke. No fire. 
Alarm reset.
Nov. 29, 9:50 p.m. — Fire alarm sounded from cooking at Acland Apartments. No smoke. 
No fire. Alarm reset.
Nov. 30, 3:51 a.m. — Student complaint of chest pain and anxiety at Sparrow House park-
ing lot. Private transport to KCH for further evaluation/treatment.
Nov. 30, 8 a.m. — Student with back injury on Peirce pavement. Private transport to health 
services.
Nov. 30, 9:01 a.m. — Student with ankle injury at Palme House parking lot. Transported 
to health services.
Nov. 30, 11:15 p.m. — Student residence with paraphernalia at Leonard Residence Hall. 
Confiscated. Tested positive and turned over to KCSO.
Dec. 3, 2:18 p.m. — During fire alarm, candle found burning in residence at Old Kenyon. 
Flame extinguished and candle confiscated.
Dec. 5, 12:42 a.m. — Intoxicated student(s) at Ganter-Price Hall. Safety responded. Trans-
ported to residence. Community Advisor on duty notified. 
Dec. 5, 1:57 a.m. — Student fell. Injured both knees. Safety responded and administered 
first aid. 
Dec. 5, 7:04 p.m. — Student reported that residence was entered by unknown persons 
without authorization at Duff Street 119. No items found to be damaged or missing.
Dec. 5, 9:28 p.m. — During fire alarm, student found in residence at Caples.
Dec. 5, 9:28 p.m. — During fire alarm, student found in residence at Caples.
Dec. 5, 9:28 p.m. — Fire alarm sounded at Caples. Pull station activated. Alarm reset.
Dec. 5, 9:35 p.m. — Parking vehicle sustained damage from a large passenger bus. No in-
juries. Damage sustained. KCSO took report.
Dec. 5, 10:50 p.m. — Student intentionally threw bottle, causing it to shatter, in area 
around Mather and McBride. When called, student and group ran away. Safety responded.
Dec. 5, 11:29 p.m. — Student complaint of irritation of skin on stomach, back and shoul-
ders at Old Kenyon. Safety responded. Thought to be hives. Student took own Benadryl. 
No other action required.
“High fees, limited hours” (Nov. 12) implied students at Kenyon pay more for health care than 
those at all of the other Five Colleges of Ohio — Oberlin College, Denison University, Ohio Wes-
leyan University and the College of Wooster — combined. Though Kenyon’s mandatory health 
and counseling fee is greater than those at the other four schools combined, students’ actual 
health care costs may vary.
CLARIFICATION
Off campus, illicit and risky 
Continued from Page 1
space, and then moving forward with the 
conduct process,” Bonham said.
The student handbook states, “All stu-
dents enrolled at Kenyon are required to 
live in College housing and enroll in the 
College dining plan. Students found liv-
ing off campus without permission from 
the director of housing and residential 
life will be subject to disciplinary action.”
Two seniors and two juniors said their 
decision to live off campus was inf lu-
enced by such factors as a lack of desir-
able housing on campus, the stress of the 
housing lottery system and the price of 
College housing, which they perceived as 
too expensive for what it is. Those inter-
viewed wished to remain anonymous, as 
each was aware of being in violation of 
College policy.
“I was offered an entire house for the 
price of an NCA single,” said one anony-
mous junior, who shares the house with 
one other student. 
The student living in this particular 
off-campus space said they pay less than 
the amount they would be charged for a 
single in an on-campus apartment. That 
student declined to share the exact dollar 
amount of their current rent. A single in 
any apartment on Kenyon’s campus costs 
$4,050 per semester.
The other junior interviewed said 
they pay less living off campus then they 
would living on campus.
Each of the four students living off 
campus said they have an official on-
campus address, paid for by that stu-
dent’s boarding costs. To avoid an addi-
tional living cost for a space they do not 
regularly occupy, some students enter 
into an informal agreement with another 
student, a process known colloquially as 
being “bought out.” One of the seniors 
interviewed described arranging to room 
officially with another student on cam-
pus, and then being reimbursed by the 
roommate for the unoccupied portion of 
the room.
Jill Engel-Hellman, director of Hous-
ing and Residential Life, said ResLife is 
aware of the practice of buying out. 
She said this helps reduce the cost for 
those living off campus while allowing 
those who pose as their roommates to 
acquire double-and triple-sized rooms, 
which they may not have been able to get 
in the housing lottery without a room-
mate.
“Is that fair because only some stu-
dents have the means to do this and it 
clearly interferes with the integrity of the 
lottery system currently in place?” Engel-
Hellman wrote in an email.
One of the juniors interviewed sug-
gested the problem of lottery manipu-
lation was one with an easy solution 
—  make it easier for students to live off 
campus. “If they made off-campus living 
‘legal,’ or if they let you get out of Peirce, 
then there would be no manipulation of 
the system,” he said. That same student 
said that they would have opted to live on 
campus if more apartment-style housing 
were available. 
Echoing Engel-Hellman’s concern 
about fairness, Kim Davidson ’18, who 
lives in an Acland Apartment this year 
and is in favor of the College policy in 
question, said, “That some people who 
pay room and board in addition to pay-
ing for utilities at a separate house seems 
a little bit unfair.” 
One of the seniors interviewed said 
cost was the main reason why they pay 
for off-campus housing.
“The school just built all of these 
NCAs with full kitchens and everything,” 
the senior said. “But I can’t afford to cook 
in my kitchen because I [still] have to pay 
for Peirce.”
Bonham sent the email hoping to de-
ter students from signing leases before 
the spring housing lottery, which Engel-
Hellman said was intended to give “stu-
dents the benefit of the doubt that maybe 
they didn’t fully understand the issue,” 
promote respect between students and 
the administration and “make sure the 
entire community is aware of our inten-
tion of now fully implementing this val-
ue.”
The email caused some who live off-
campus to question what constitutes the 
Kenyon community.
One senior said, “How, if I live two 
minutes away from the main campus, am 
I not a part of the community?”
Students report being ‘bought out’ of campus rooms 
to live off campus and avoid high housing costs.
“          Is that fair because only some students have 
the means to do this and it 
clearly interferes with the 
integrity of the lottery system 
currently in place?” 
Jill Engel-Hellman, director of 
housing and residential life
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More first years, finaid spark look at admissions model 
-erred but later accepted in 
the regular decision pool 
both entered the Class of 2019 
at a high discount rate, Anci 
said. Discount rate refers to 
the percentage of total tuition 
and mandatory fees allotted 
as financial aid. Thirty-five 
percent is the typical Ken-
yon discount rate, according 
to Vice President for Finance 
Todd Burson. 
A higher discount rate 
means the College is spending 
more financial aid dollars to 
enroll these students for not 
just their first year, but their 
other three years as well. The 
College, however, is not los-
ing money due to the fact that 
higher enrollment can mean 
higher revenue, Anci said. 
Tuition funds approximate-
ly 77 percent of the College’s 
operating budget, according 
to Burson, as well as the vast 
majority of Kenyon financial 
aid. Burson declined to com-
ment on by how much the 
Class of 2019 exceeded the 
financial aid budget, because 
he didn’t want classes to be 
“stigmatized with that kind 
of label.”
The pool of ED defers also 
had a high yield rate, meaning 
many of those who were ac-
cepted chose to enroll at Ken-
yon. Anci was uncertain if the 
model recognized who these 
students were. The model 
also did not appear to recog-
nize which applicants partici-
pated in The Kenyon Review’s 
Young Writers Workshop, 
the Kenyon Academic Part-
nership (KAP) and academic 
enrichment program Camp 
4 Scholars — all of which in-
clude applicants who could 
have a higher yield rate.
Anci and President Sean 
Decatur emphasized that 
though class sizes have been 
f luctuating between larger 
and smaller classes, the num-
bers are not highly inconsis-
tent. The target number for 
enrollment this year, which 
includes the Class of 2019 and 
entering transfer students, 
was 483, according to Burson.
“If we were to probably go 
back, we’re probably within 
the plus or minus error rates,” 
Anci said. “It’s not a perfect 
science.”
The target number shifts 
from year to year, Bur-
son said, but tends to hover 
around 475. There has been 
discussion about a class size 
of 470 students for the Class 
of 2020, according to Anci, 
although nothing has been 
decided. She and Decatur said 
there are no current plans to 
increase enrollment, though 
Anci believes the College has 
the capacity to expand. 
Decatur said his main con-
cern is stabilizing enrollment 
numbers. He partly attributed 
the recent f luctuations to the 
removal of the supplemental 
application in 2013.
What worries Decatur are 
scenarios in which a class is 
50 or 60 students below the 
target, or in which multiple 
classes in a row are 10 or 15 
students under target; a cer-
tain minimum number of 
students is needed to fund the 
College’s operations.
“If we drop below that 
number, then financially we 
would have to make pretty se-
rious reductions to our oper-
ating budget in order to make 
up for that difference,” Deca-
tur said. “It’s not a scenario 
that I think is right around 
the corner or something, but 
it keeps me up at night be-
cause the consequences are 
really bad.”
On the opposite end, Bur-
son said, while enrolling 
more students can increase 
revenue, it also brings more 
operating costs. When the 
College crafts its operating 
budget, however, it uses a 
smaller number than the en-
rollment target. This creates a 
buffer, so if the amount of fi-
nancial aid goes over as it did 
this year, the College is able 
to absorb those added costs.
Burson said no cuts are be-
ing made now, but if the next 
class also comes in over-bud-
get and the costs cannot be 
absorbed by that buffer, there 
will be discussions on how to 
increase revenue or reduce 
expenses.
“Everything would be on 
the table,” Burson said. 
Anci is searching for ways 
to refine the admissions mod-
el to ensure such worst-case 
scenarios do not occur. In 
addition to feeding more ad-
missions data into the model, 
such as which applicants have 
participated in Kenyon-affili-
ated programs, Anci said she 
and the modelers will exam-
ine ways to refine discount 
rates for certain cohorts of 
applicants. They are also like-
ly to discern more strategic 
ways to award merit aid to in-
crease yield on “the most de-
sirable applicants,” Anci said. 
Amanda Wahlander, a 
Hardwick Day data analyst 
who works with the College, 
said it was against company 
policy to comment either gen-
erally or specifically on their 
work.
Anci aims to finish work 
on the admissions model by 
early January.
Continued from Page 1
Administrators, students unsure of Senate’s mission
What does Campus Senate do? 
That is the question administra-
tors and students are asking as the 
body considers whether it will serve 
“a legislative or advisory purpose on 
campus,” Colin Cowperthwaite ’18, 
Senate co-chair, said.
The Senate’s last few resolutions 
have had little impact on the parts 
of the Kenyon community they tried 
to address. It is a consistent pattern: 
Senate spends months putting to-
gether a resolution, President Sean 
Decatur approves it and then it is 
largely ignored, according to Sarah 
Heidt, associate professor of English 
and Senate co-chair.  
“Right now, we’re not convinced 
that we have the ability to affect any-
thing,” Heidt said. “If we’re work-
ing on something, we hope that it’s 
something that we actually have 
some ability to affect.”
To illuminate this point, Heidt 
pointed to Senate’s recent resolution 
about gender-neutral bathrooms.
On Oct. 28, 2014, Campus Senate 
passed a resolution recommending 
all single-stall bathrooms on cam-
pus be converted to gender-neutral 
or gender-inclusive. In reviewing the 
proposed policy, however, the ad-
ministration discovered that doing 
so would go against existing Ohio 
building codes.
The 2013 smoking policy was an-
other case of a Senate resolution that 
went unenforced.
Driven by such occurrences, Heidt, 
Cowperthwaite and Student Council 
president Phoebe Roe ’16 met with 
President Sean Decatur on Nov. 16 
to discuss what a revamped Senate 
would look like.
Decatur said during the meeting 
that he did not think of Senate as a 
resource with a lot of power on cam-
pus, according to Heidt.
“I don’t think that dissolving Sen-
ate would be a good thing for the 
campus, though it may be the right 
time to ask whether the structure of 
Senate is the right structure for us 
now,” Decatur told the Collegian.
Cowperthwaite said he thinks 
much of Senate’s inefficiency is driv-
en by a lack of communication be-
tween Senate and the people who 
would be in charge of implementing 
proposals.
As a solution, he suggested invit-
ing the administrators who would be 
in charge of enacting any Senate res-
olution to Senate meetings from the 
beginning. Senate could then create 
an after-action review, meaning a few 
members would follow through with 
the implementation of all policies.
Meredith Harper Bonham ’92, 
vice president for student affairs, 
said she thinks Senate needs to de-
fine its mission and place on campus 
more clearly.
“I think there’s a general lack of 
clarity about the functions of Sen-
ate, not only on Senate itself but also 
within the Kenyon community as 
a whole,” Bonham said. “It’s worth 
looking at whether Campus Senate 
continues to fulfill a need.”
Heidt also said Senate may change 
its composition to accommodate a 
larger range of voices on campus. 
Right now, there is no representation 
of people paid hourly wages, such as 
maintenance or AVI workers, Cow-
perthwaite said. 
“Those are people who make up 
a part of the Kenyon community,” 
Cowperthwaite said. “I believe that 
those people should be a part of gov-
ernance at Kenyon.”
Heidt, Cowperthwaite and Bon-
ham said they see Senate as an im-
portant outlet for student voices and 
that they do not want to dissolve it 
altogether.
“We’re definitely going to be lis-
tening very carefully to our student 
members and their sense of what 
Senate is for,” Heidt said.
“If it’s looking like we need to talk 













Sources of Kenyon Financial Aid 2015-16
Clockwise from top
Differences Between Aid Given and Aid Budgeted
Campus Senate has begun talking about restructuring the group after questioning the impact of its recent resolutions.
Total Financial Aid 
Budget 2015-16: 
$30,792,000
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Students report discrepancies in work order prioritization 
Despite filing work orders, some students claim their problems have not been addressed by Maintenance. 
REGAN HEWITT 
STAFF WRITER 
Two months ago, Dana Oakes ’18 
and Heather Pacheco ’18 received 
a surprise guest at their third-f loor 
room in Mather Residence Hall when 
a squirrel made its way through a hole 
underneath their radiator. “We start-
ed finding nuts everywhere,” Oakes 
said. “We could also hear it scurrying 
around at night.”
About a week after the first squir-
rel sighting, the roommates called 
Campus Safety, who offered to submit 
a work order, but the pair did not re-
ceive a confirmation email. On Nov. 
13, a Community Advisor (CA) filed 
another work order for them, this time 
with a confirmation that the work or-
der had been received. According to 
the roommates, the problem has not 
been fixed, nor have they heard further 
from Maintenance. 
Clinton Baker, facility logistics 
manager, said their work order was ac-
cepted and completed over Thanksgiv-
ing break. “If there’s an ongoing prob-
lem, we haven’t been informed of it,” he 
said.
The work order system is in place for 
students to communicate issues with 
their living spaces to Maintenance, 
but some students say their problems 
are not dealt with in a timely manner 
— or, occasionally, go unaddressed. 
There have been 13,384 work orders 
submitted since July 2014, according 
to Baker. Several students approached 
for this article said they learned to live 
with their issue, fixed the issue them-
selves or told their CAs. CAs, howev-
er, are recommended to submit forms 
only for common areas rather than for 
dorm rooms, to avoid multiple work 
orders for the same problem. 
Maddi Pinto ’18, who lives in Leon-
ard Residence Hall, said she filed a 
work order in early September about 
holes in her window screen that al-
lowed bugs to enter the room. That 
same week, she received a confirma-
tion email that the work order had 
been received, but the problem still has 
not been fixed. She has heard nothing 
further from Maintenance. 
“I’ve heard a lot of people complain-
ing that nobody has come to address 
what they put in their work order, or 
that it’s taken way too long, even for se-
rious issues,” Pinto said.
But not everyone has found the 
work order process a slow one. Alex 
Middleberg ’18, Sam Troper ’18 and 
Hannah Davidoff ’18 submitted a work 
order in November for the doorknob 
of their North Campus Apartment, 
which had fallen off. In the hour it took 
them to have lunch, Maintenance fixed 
the problem and emailed them that the 
work order had been completed.
Baker said time from work order 
submission to completion depends 
on a lot of elements — staff members, 
supplies and how many people must be 
sent to complete repairs.
“There’s emergencies, which are 
drop-everything-now situations, and 
urgent, which are 24-hour situations,” 
Baker said. “Otherwise, work orders 
typically take around two weeks to 
complete.”
Manning Hall resident Paige Bal-
lard ’18 found herself in one of those 
emergency situations. Ballard discov-
ered a f looded bathroom in the build-
ing and called Campus Safety, who sent 
Maintenance to fix the problem about 
10 minutes after the call. Maintenance 
also revisited the bathroom the next 
day to make sure the situation had not 
reoccurred. However, no official work 
order was submitted. Baker said situ-
ations like this are classified as emer-
gencies because they could cause more 
extensive damage.
Oakes and Pacheco, while still fac-
ing their squirrel issue, have taken a 
light-hearted approach to the situation. 
“We’ve been living with it for months 
at this point and honestly, we’re find-
ing it hysterical,” Oakes said. “We’ve 
named him Ferdinand, because what 
else were we going to do?” 
Dana Oakes ’18 and Heather Pacheco ’18 submitted a work order after discovering a squirrel in 
their room. They have been collecting nuts, above, they have found in the room.
CORA HUFFMAN| COLLEGIAN
-lar II disorder, said she worked 
with Train to secure this status. 
“I credit my emotional support 
animals for much of the reason why 
I’m still able to be here,” Milano 
said.
An ESA committee, includ-
ing Train and Erin Salva, director 
of student accessibility and sup-
port services, reviews all requests 
for support animals. Students’ use 
of support animals is conditional 
upon their agreement to care for 
and clean up after the animal, pro-
vide necessary vaccinations, and 
comply with local ordinances and 
Ohio’s animal cruelty laws, accord-
ing to Train.  
Milano wrote in an article on 
The Kenyon Thrill on Dec. 6 that she 
felt she received dismissive treat-
ment at certain moments during 
the application process. 
When Milano wished to obtain 
a dog as an additional ESA later in 
the semester, Scott Gill-Jacobson, 
assistant director of ResLife, re-
ferred her to Salva. Milano wrote 
that Salva seemed more concerned 
with the precedent her decision 
might set than with responding to 
Milano’s needs.  
“[Salva’s] office purports to treat 
all the cases individually  — which 
they should — because none of 
these problems are terribly simi-
lar, and she didn’t,” Milano told the 
Collegian. “Her concern for prec-
edent should not have superseded 
concerns for my [emotional] well-
being.”   
Though her request for an ad-
ditional support animal was de-
nied on the “technicality” that she 
already had two animals, Milano 
said she was ultimately more disap-
pointed with how her request was 
handled than with the fact of its re-
jection. 
Salva wrote in an email to the 
Collegian that she would not com-
ment directly on Milano’s article.
In contrast to Milano, Emma 
Welsh-Huggins ’17 said she was 
“very satisfied” with her experience. 
After suffering a severe concussion, 
missing multiple weeks of class and 
being forced to abandon her plans 
to study abroad, Welsh-Huggins’ 
counselor at Kenyon suggested that 
she obtain a cat as a support animal. 
Welsh-Huggins submitted a 
housing accommodation request 
on Nov. 30 and was approved two 
days later. “For me, the process was 
very smooth,” she said.      
Even so, Welsh-Huggins was 
concerned when she came across 
Milano’s testimonial.
“It should be as easy as it was for 
me, and it’s not fair that it wasn’t,” 
Welsh-Huggins said. 
Animals to be allowed 
for emotional support 
Continued from Page 1
Despite psych students’ complaints, 
department struggles to expand
faculty in their annual report 
last year. The department has 
not yet filed a formal request 
to create an additional posi-
tion.
Eliza Abendroth ’18 and 
Emma McGorray ’18, who are 
undeclared, wrote the letter 
and sent it to Klesner on Nov. 
30. Though not intended as 
a petition, 66 other students 
signed their names to the let-
ter in solidarity. 
“It has become clear to us 
that the number of seats in 
psychology classes cannot 
handle the inf lux of students 
interested in the subject,” 
Abendroth and McGorray 
wrote.
Klesner emailed the pair 
two days later, thanking them 
for sharing their concerns and 
explaining the complicated 
process of allocating resourc-
es for a new faculty position. 
While demand for psychol-
ogy classes has been high, ac-
cording to Klesner, the De-
partment of Economics has 
experienced the highest en-
rollment pressure in recent 
years. The department has 12 
faculty members and is cur-
rently searching for a new 
faculty member. (The Depart-
ment of English has 30 faculty 
members.)
Underclassmen, especially 
sophomores, had difficulty 
landing spots in intermedi-
ate-level classes that had been 
scooped up by juniors and se-
niors during registration, ac-
cording to Dana Krieg, chair 
of the Department of Psychol-
ogy.
The psychology depart-
ment has little ability to ex-
pand course offerings, Krieg 
said, since each faculty mem-
ber at Kenyon teaches a set 
number of classes per year 
and each class can only ac-
commodate a finite number 
of students. Krieg believes 
understaffing in the psychol-
ogy department due to the 
two professors currently on 
sabbatical has exacerbated the 
issue.
Two candidates were con-
sidered for a temporary psy-
chology position for the 
spring term, but one candi-
date was unavailable and the 
other was not up to academic 
standards, according to Kle-
sner and Krieg. 
Krieg said the large num-
ber of non-majors interested 
in psychology compounds the 
problem. In the 300-level Psy-
chology of Language class, 20 
of 25 spots were claimed by 
seniors, 15 of whom are non-
majors.
Interest aside, non-majors 
have also frequently taken 
courses in the psychology de-
partment to fulfill the Col-
lege’s natural sciences diver-
sification and quantitative 
reasoning (QR) requirements, 
according to Krieg. Since this 
has made it difficult for psych 
majors to complete major re-
quirements, as of this fall, In-
tro to Research Methods no 
longer fulfills the QR require-
ment.
Klesner believes the de-
partment will use the infor-
mation from their next self-
study to determine which 
area of the curriculum needs 
additional staffing and how 
the issue of high enrollment 
pressure should be addressed 
before formally requesting a 
new faculty position.
Continued from Page 1
Two sophomores pen a letter to the provost, 
emphasizing lack of spots in psych classes.
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Professor’s Mideast photos find new timeliness in show
DEVON MUSGRAVE-JOHNSON
ARTS ASSISTANT
Sam Leder ’17 admires Baly’s photographs displayed in the Gund Gallery’s curatorial classroom.
CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN
ELANA SPIVACK
ARTS EDITOR
In Bexley Hall, American studies seminar captures playwright’s spirit in interactive final project
First-year seminar brings August Wilson’s ghosts to life
Upon entering the “Remembering 
Baly” exhibition in the Gund Gallery’s 
Meier-Draudt Curatorial Classroom, 
visitors do not see anything specific 
about its namesake late professor De-
nis Baly, but instead see the phrase 
“Remembering Palmyra.” Featured 
on the wall are photographs of monu-
ments and historical sites that no lon-
ger stand, and can never be recreated, 
due to the destruction caused by Is-
lamic State attacks.
“The time was really ideal for a 
show, especially considering the events 
in the news surrounding Syria,” Eu-
gene Dwyer, professor of art history, 
said. “We had the resources and the 
talent in Shariq Khan [’15] and Chloe 
Friedman [’16] to put this exhibition 
on and it all came together.”
Baly was a professor of religious 
studies at Kenyon in the 1950s and be-
gan traveling and taking photos, par-
ticularly in the Middle East, in the 
1960s. After he died in 1987, Baly’s 
wife donated thousands of slides of his 
photographs to the College.
Thinking of the technological re-
sources and personnel of the Gund 
Gallery, Dwyer proposed an exhibi-
tion honoring the work of Baly, and 
the task of organizing it soon fell to 
Khan and Friedman, both employed 
by the gallery’s Visual Resource Cen-
ter. According to Friedman, the pair 
began their work just a few weeks into 
this semester.
Before the idea of the exhibition 
had even been conceived, the two were 
tasked with digitizing Baly’s slides. It 
was this task, in tandem with the cur-
rent events in Syria, that made the ex-
hibit so timely.
“We just realized these slides are 
incredible and these photos are amaz-
ing,” Friedman said. “We should make 
an exhibition that will allow students 
to see that and realize that these im-
ages exist. When we came across the 
Palmyra slides, our idea became clear.”
The exhibition shows contrasting 
cityscapes and images of nature as well 
as detailed architecture. It aims  to 
commemorate the longevity Baly has 
given these places that no longer exist 
in the world today.
“All of this is really good in the way 
that it provokes the mind,” Dwyer 
said. “It serves to remember Baly and 
remember that the project is a human 
project more than anything else. These 
monuments are there, but they only 
live when an individual brings them to 
life as Baly did with his photographs.”
The exhibition will stay up until 
Dec. 18, and features various slides of 
Baly’s photography, in addition to vid-
eo podcasts filmed by Khan featuring 
Howard Crane, Royal Rhodes, Ver-
non Schubel and Dwyer, Kenyon pro-
fessors who gave their take on Baly’s 
work.
“A lot of people helped out with the 
project, especially the art history de-
partment,”  Khan said. “It was pretty 
collaborative and we are so happy with 
the way it came out and the way it has 
been received.”
“        All of this is really good in the way that it provokes the 
mind. ... These monuments are 
there, but they only live when an 
individual brings them to life as 
Baly did with his photographs.”
Eugene Dwyer, professor of art history
First years Sam Weaver and Taaj Davis perform in a final project for their 
August Wilson and Black Pittsburgh seminar on Monday night.
CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN
Kenyon students would prob-
ably not be surprised to hear that 
yet another building on campus is 
haunted. On Monday, the current-
ly vacant Bexley Hall came alive 
with the spirit of playwright Au-
gust Wilson through an interactive 
presentation titled “The Ghosts of 
Wylie Avenue.” Eleven first years 
presented this capstone project for 
the seminar August Wilson and 
Black Pittsburgh, taught by Pro-
fessor of American Studies Peter 
Rutkoff.
A collaborative final project 
typically concludes this first-year 
course on the African-American 
playwright. Past years’ projects 
have been performance-based, 
such as a cabaret from last year’s 
class, but have also included art in-
stallations.
The idea of housing their final 
projection in a figurative haunt-
ed house on campus sprang from 
this attraction to ghostliness. Bex-
ley seemed ideal because of its re-
mote location and looming pres-
ence at the northern end of Middle 
Path. “Bexley came up because we 
were all thinking, ‘What’s a creepy 
building nobody goes in?’” Her-
bert Wakefield ’19, a member of the 
class, said.
This year’s students had four 
weeks to prepare the collabora-
tive project, including Thanksgiv-
ing break. They had to agree on a 
theme they thought best represent-
ed Wilson’s plays and cultural sig-
nificance, incorporating his works 
Jitney, Fences, The Piano Lesson 
and Joe Turner’s Come and Gone. 
The theme of ghostliness struck 
them, since ghosts appear figura-
tively and literally in all of these 
works. The class also drew on the 
knowledge they gained during a 
three-day class trip to Pittsburgh 
in October, on which they toured 
various neighborhoods and haunts 
Wilson depicted in his plays.
“There’s a feeling that the cul-
tural heyday of this neighborhood 
is a ghost from the past that we can 
look to,” Wakefield said of the Hill 
District, a Pittsburgh area central 
to Wilson’s work.
While Bexley may not be a typi-
cal haunted house, a sense of aban-
donment pervaded the space dur-
ing the presentation. Six rooms on 
the third floor embodied locations 
central to Wilson’s life and works.
The first stop was Wilson’s 
study. A desk showed a notebook 
with notes jotted in it, illuminated 
by a single desk lamp. Placards on 
the wall described different art-
ists who inspired the playwright. 
A recording of Wilson speaking 
played, creating a sort of vocal 
phantom in the study. 
Another dimly lit room acted as 
a graveyard with a wall-mounted 
headstone for each deceased fic-
tional character in the four Wil-
son plays. Each visitor received a 
handheld lantern to read the head-
stones, which described each char-
acter’s story behind their unsettled 
spirit.
Other rooms explored real sites 
from which Wilson drew, such 
as Greenlee Field, where Negro 
League baseball teams played, and 
vivacious jazz locale the Crawford 
Grill. In the final section of this 
walkthrough presentation, photos 
pinned to the wall showed these 
sites in the present day; many of 
them are now desolate.
The students put together this 
project by breaking into four 
groups. With funding from the 
provost’s office via Rutkoff, the 
class used $250 of equipment and 
props, plus technology borrowed 
from the Olin and Chalmers Li-
braries including three video pro-
jectors. 
“I like the way they caught the 
spirit of the plays which were man-
ifested concretely in these different 
spaces,” Rutkoff said of the proj-
ect, calling it impressionistic. He 
noted that its success came from 
capturing the soul of the various 
places rather than from recreating 
them. During the hour-long pre-
sentation, about 50 students came 
through the space to see their hard 
work.
For some in the course, the 
tableau creation has been not just 
a final project, but also a learning 
experience. 
“It reminds me of a maxim I 
heard about teaching is the best 
way of learning,” Cameron Mes-
sinides ’19, a member of the class, 
said. “Thinking about it as a form 
of teaching has helped us learn it in 
a better way than we had before.”
“       There’s a feeling that the cultural heyday of this neighborhood is a ghost from the past that we can look to.”
Herbert Wakefield ’19
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Whose album has sold almost 4 
million copies since its release 
in late November?
Which artist will perform during 
the 2016 Super Bowl 
halftime show? 
According to a poll this 
week, which former G.O.P. 
frontrunner fell to 
third place nationally? 
Kenyon hired Meredith Harper 
Bonham as vice president for student 









Mihika Kohli ’17 Meera White ’18
Junior Class Total: Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:
Ben Carson
I don’t know.
Kenyon College, dude. 
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New AVI pastry chef Katie Henderson gained experience at small bakeries in Columbus.




EDITORS: CLAIRE OXFORD 
 and NATHANIEL SHAHAN
“German midterm — I can still 
remember the sweat dripping 
from my forehead onto the 
paper. I was realizing that I did 
not know squat. I failed that 
exam.”
— Professor of Economics 
Will Melick
“A biochemistry exam in grad 
school. The professor was a 
very tough guy so I kept on 
going back and making sure 
they weren’t trick questions.”




There’s a new face in Peirce Hall ’s 
kitchen. Katie Henderson, the dining 
hall ’s new pastry chef, joined the AVI 
staff last month.
Her job keeps her busy. On a re-
cent morning, several frosted cakes 
sat on a rack, while a gingerbread 
house’s pieces spread across a baking 
sheet underneath.
The gingerbread is for a special 
holiday-themed display, Henderson 
said. Prior to her arrival, Peirce had 
not have a chef specializing in des-
serts on staff since 2010.
AVI Resident Director Kim No-
vak had wanted to hire a pastry chef 
since arriving at Kenyon three years 
ago, but it took until now to find the 
money for it. Novak said she rear-
ranged funds in the AVI labor bud-
get by limiting overtime hours and 
drawing money out of the general 
budget so she could afford to add the 
position. “Pastry chefs are special 
and you want to pay them appropri-
ately,” Novak said. 
Some students think the hire is 
long overdue. Anna Libertin ’18 said 
she often noticed low dessert quality. 
Peirce’s old desserts often “looked 
good but tasted like nothing,” she 
said. 
Novak said Henderson is also 
training other AVI employees to 
make desserts, increasing the overall 
skill of the staff.
Henderson, for her part, is enthu-
siastic about the job. Soon after arriv-
ing on campus, she approached stu-
dents, offering cupcakes and asking 
for suggestions. She said she is open 
to feedback and would love to try stu-
dents’ personal recipes. “My goal is 
to make all of you happy,” Henderson 
said. She has several goals for Peirce. 
First, she would like to provide some 
dessert staples, like cookies, which 
students could always expect to find. 
She also aims to offer two to three 
dessert options per meal.
Henderson joked that as a child 
she did nothing but play outside and 
bake. After being home-schooled 
during her high school years, she en-
rolled in a culinary arts program at 
the Bradford School in Columbus at 
age 17. Since graduating, she has held 
several large-scale food production 
jobs—including a development posi-
tion for Jeni’s Splendid Ice Creams— 
but has also worked at mom-and-pop 
bakeries in the Columbus area.
Henderson said her new job at 
Kenyon combines the best of both 
worlds, because she both manages 
larger baking operations and works 
with her hands. For this year’s Peirce-
giving meal, she  put together 250 
pounds of mousse and 1,000 straw-
berries, which students finished over 
the course of three hours.
Will Nichols ’19 questioned the 
decision to spend money hiring a 
pastry chef. “It’s a waste of money,” 
he said. “It’s ridiculous.” He recon-
sidered, however, saying, “If desserts 
are improving, then it’s worth it.” 
Libertin thinks Henderson offers 
a lot to look forward to. “As college 
students, we’re really stressed,” Lib-
ertin said. “Sometimes we need a lit-
tle sweetness in our lives.”
“     My goal is to make all of you happy.”
Katie Henderson, pastry chef




Notice any changes at Peirce’s dessert station lately? 
Katie Henderson is serving up new, tasty treats.
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Outside Peirce, student organizations break bread, dig in 
Whether you’re into vegan, Italian or just plain  
barbecue, these foodies have you covered.
MAYA LOWENSTEIN
STAFF WRITER
While students have expressed 
frustration with Peirce food by 
voicing complaints on Yik Yak or 
making suggestions on Peirce’s 
Facebook page, others, keen on 
certain foods, have decided to 
take matters into their own hands.
A vegan cooking club popped 
up on campus this semester 
thanks to Alexander Miller ’19. 
Miller founded the club in high 
school after getting involved with 
vegan activism and receiving a 
grant from the nonprofit Polli-
nation Project. According to its 
website, the Pollination Project 
awards grants to students and 
youth who want to start clubs for 
social change. “The idea of the or-
ganization is to pollinate the earth 
with vegetarianism,” Miller said. 
“I petitioned to use the remaining 
money at college and theoretically 
I have a partnership with them 
until the money is used up.”
Mark Nagel ’17 has been run-
ning a cooking club at Kenyon 
for a year and a half. “Usually it 
revolves around a few on-cam-
pus events, but we’re working on 
redistributing the work and get-
ting more people involved,” Nagel 
said. Nagel’s meetings typically 
attract 20 students, and his events 
have included barbecues on South 
Quad and meals at the Snowden 
Multicultural Center and the 
Craft Center.
Meanwhile, Miller’s club  has 
only had two meetings at Kenyon, 
attracting around 10 people each 
time. At their first meeting the 
group cooked gluten-free fettuc-
cine with Alfredo and pesto sauc-
es, as well as brownies. Miller was 
inspired to cook autumn-themed 
food this fall, at his second meet-
ing: butternut squash, white bean 
salad and pumpkin pie smoothies. 
According to Miller, the dif-
ficulty of being vegan at Kenyon 
varies. “There was a month or two 
before Thanksgiving break that 
was really poor,” he said. “I don’t 
think it was necessarily vegan 
food — I think they just ran out. 
A lot of us vegans rely on the small 
stuff like the salad bar and the ba-
sic toppings.”
A love of food and a desire 
for specific cuisine inspires some 
students to cook their own food. 
Elizabeth Abrash ’17 is a member 
of the Italian Club and has helped 
organize several dinners featuring 
authentic Italian dishes such as 
gnocchi and carbonara.
Though Italian Club is not 
strictly about Italian cuisine, 
Abrash said food is a distinctive 
yet elusive part of Italian culture. 
“A lot of the food that we eat here 
[in the U.S.] and call Italian food 
is not actually food you’re going 
to eat in Italy,” Abrash said. Plus, 
the club figured serving a dinner 
would be a good way to draw peo-
ple in. 
Italian Club cooks its meals 
at the Center for Global Engage-
ment, which has a kitchen with all 
the necessary equipment and sup-
plies.  
Abrash said cooking in dorm 
kitchens can be difficult, since 
they don’t have as wide a selection 
of pots and pans. Still, Abrash 
managed to prepare baked goods, 
including sponge cake, in the Ca-
ples Residence Hall’s kitchen last 
year, and Miller has held his club 
meetings in the McBride Resi-
dence Hall’s kitchen.
Even though Kenyon students 
have a meal plan that provides 
them with three square meals a 
day, some students still find cook-
ing together a worthwhile way to 
spend their time. “Cooking is fun, 
it puts me at ease,” Nagel said. “It’s 
one of those things that pulls peo-
ple together.”
Nathaniel Shahan contributed 
reporting .
Jackie Dicks  ’19, center,  and other members of Italian Club prepare gnocchi in the Center for Global Engagement.
INDIA AMOS | COLLEGIAN
Welcome to the Kenyon Inn and Restaurant
Located on the beautiful, historic 
campus of Kenyon College,Ohio’s 
premiere and oldest liberal arts 
institution, the Kenyon Inn and 
Restaurant offers the finest lodging 
and dining in Knox County.
The Kenyon Inn and Restaurant • 100 W Wiggin St, Gambier, OH 43022 • 740-427-2202 • ww.kenyoninn.com
Breakfast
Monday through Friday 
7 a.m. to 9:30 am
Saturday 
8 a.m. to 10 a.m.
Restaurant Hours Lunch
Monday through Saturday 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Brunch
Sunday 




Sunday through Thursday 
5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 p.m. 
to 9 p.m.
PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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needs to be open
Campus Senate has a lot of work to do 
to become a viable governmental body for 
the campus. Even President Sean Decatur 
has expressed ignorance of what the orga-
nization actually does, and we would not 
be surprised if more than a few students, 
faculty and administrators shared in this 
lack of knowledge. We know the Collegian 
does. 
That’s because meetings of Campus 
Senate are closed to the press, according to 
Sarah Heidt, Senate co-chair and associate 
professor of English. The rationale for this 
decision is familiar: that conversations in 
Senate will be more “honest” and free-
f lowing without the presence of meddling 
media. But this reasoning — while dubi-
ous when applied to the College’s board of 
trustees meetings — is even more unac-
ceptable when it comes to a group partly 
made up of students who are elected to 
those positions and make policies that af-
fect other students’ lives. As Senate reex-
amines its purpose, it should prioritize 
transparency. Senate cannot realize its 
mission of being a representative decision-
making body if its meetings are closed to 
the media.
Further, Senate must work with part-
ners within the College to more clearly de-
fine its role on campus. It’s troubling that 
Decatur, well into his third year as presi-
dent, says he’s not “up to speed” on what 
Senate does. This may be because Senate 
proposes and passes policies that students 
then ignore. To be a fully legitimate and ef-
fective legislature Senate must have a clear 
enforcement body backing its resolutions.
Senate isn’t the only collegiate body 
at fault for not following through with 
its policies. It appears there is little com-
munication between student government, 
student affairs, Campus Safety and the 
president’s office about how rules — spe-
cifically those enacted by amorphous stu-
dent bodies — are or should be enforced.
Do we want Campus Safety citing stu-
dents for smoking in non-sanctioned spac-
es? Or do we want the community to shame 
those students into smoking elsewhere? 
And, since neither seems to happen, does 
this indicate the community doesn’t agree 
with these policies in the first place? 
We don’t know, but we should have a 
conversation about it as a community, 
maybe at an open Campus Senate meeting.
EDITORIAL
Do you feel Kenyon has become overcrowded? What do you think 
about end-of-semester course evaluations? Write to us! 
Submit letters to the editor at kenyoncollegian@gmail.com.
Working for B.A., becoming master of B.S.
What’s the worst you’ve done? 
An essay written in the six hours 
before class? Submitted on Moo-
dle in the final 28 seconds? I’ve 
found myself in those situations 
more often than I’d like to admit, 
including when I wrote this re-
flection when I should have been 
frantically writing an English es-
say. But procrastinating comes 
as naturally to some students as 
flying does to birds. It’s the af-
termath of the shoddy essay that 
gets to me — the warm afterglow 
of fellow classmates blushing and 
not-so-bashfully admitting (or 
bragging) that they wrote their 
essay at the 11th-and-a-half hour.
I’m not sure if this group con-
fession is more an exercise in ca-
maraderie or in commiseration. 
On one hand, I feel relieved: you, 
too, know the struggle of hack-
ing up an essay the night before 
it’s due! On the other hand, my 
peers’ poor planning makes me 
feel better about my own medio-
cre time management: I’m glad 
I’m not as bad as this kid. Some 
students do, however, suffer from 
anxiety or other conditions that 
might keep them from working 
in a timely manner. This bond-
ing moment sometimes verges 
on schadenfreude, my own guilt 
lessened by the knowledge that 
others gut themselves academi-
cally as well.
What this habit has become, 
more than anything else, is a way 
to veil my disappointment. Dis-
tress turns into a badge of honor. 
When classmates ask the innocu-
ous question, “How did your es-
say go?” it’s easier to smirk than 
say what’s really on my mind: “I 
handed in shit on a silver platter.” 
Even I believed my own tricks for 
a while. Laziness transformed to 
cunning, and I am able to sleep 
easier.
Probably the worst part is that 
the grade I receive is often better 
than the grade I think I deserve. 
In the week leading up to profes-
sors returning papers, letters cir-
cle in my mind: B-. C. The grades 
I make are almost always better 
than that, justifying my horrible 
habits. Apparently my madness 
makes for an effective method. 
My decent grades reinforce the 
fact that I can get by.
That’s where the real guilt 
comes from. While I fret I’m 
submitting middle-school-grade 
writing, remorse oozes from the 
knowledge of lost opportunities. 
If I’d taken every single writing 
assignment seriously — spent 
days planning and talking with 
professors — my prose could be 
sparkling by now. My arguments 
could be watertight. I could be a 
master of language, not a master 
of bullshit. Even worse, if my crap 
merits a decent grade, my best 
work could have earned me an 
A+. I’ve found my pain swinging 
the other way recently. It stings to 
hear someone else say, “I worked 
on this essay every day for four 
weeks.”
Some students can maintain a 
4.0 GPA with shoddy essays, and 
it’s impossible for students to re-
main sane while putting 100 per-
cent into each class at the expense 
of health, friends and extracur-
riculars. Something’s got to give, 
and for some students it’s the time 
they put into their work. So when 
faced with mediocre work, many 
of us choose to disguise our dis-
appointment with nonchalance. 
More often, it’s for ourselves rath-
er than for others.
So what to do? It’s less than 
two weeks until the semester 
ends. Finals are nigh. The solu-
tion is different for everybody. 
Maybe it’s ramping up work time. 
Maybe it’s relaxing. For me, the 
answer will probably come from 
finding something that compels 
me to want to do good work: from 
sniffing out an essay thesis I be-
lieve in rather than one that reeks 
of last-minute nonsense. During 
the commiseration ritual, I won’t 
humblebrag about this one essay 
I slaved over for days; but if some-
one asks, “How was your essay?” 
I can reply honestly, “I’m happy 
with it.”  Not everything will be 
gold; there will be some silver and 
bronze and tin foil in there, too. 
But if I can produce one piece that 
I sweated over and won’t have to 
lie about through my teeth, I will 
leave the Hill happy.
Elana Spivack is an English 
and Spanish literature double ma-
jor from Closter, N.J. Contact her 
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To reduce overcrowding woes, Admissions 












REAGAN NEVISKA | CONTRIBUTOR
Kenyon has a problem, and that 
problem is people. Specifically, too 
many of them. 
Several articles and opinion pieces 
in the Collegian this semester have al-
ready referenced this. One example 
is “Poor retention and longer lines 
plague AVI” (Oct. 1, 2015), which sug-
gests that many of the issues students 
identify with Peirce are related to the 
student body’s “increasing numbers.” 
The observation of an AVI employ-
ee that concludes the article sums it 
up well: “The College is taking in all 
these extra people, and the kids com-
plain about the lines, then the College 
gets on us to hurry up. … And that’s 
not right.” This was obvious at Peirce-
giving. My friend arrived at 4 p.m. and 
got the last table on New Side. Peirce 
was packed for one of AVI’s most ex-
citing meals and the lines were long as 
always, even though there were twice 
the number of lines than in the past. 
Clearly, Kenyon is overcrowded.
These issues in Peirce are just two 
among several. Longer lines in the 
servery are an inconvenience, and 
AVI unfairly struggles to serve more 
students. Seating is even more of a 
problem at peak times or when a din-
ing room or Peirce Pub is closed for a 
special function. 
But beyond this, as has also been 
covered in the Collegian, there are 
fewer than 100 empty beds on campus 
this semester, and, as the sophomores 
especially know, course registration 
is becoming increasingly difficult, 
even for required classes in one’s ma-
jor. The College must act to deal with 
overcrowding now before these prob-
lems worsen and others arise.
In the fall of 2013, as fellow classmates 
struggled with the ins and outs of living in 
a first-year dorm, I was making the 20-min-
ute commute every day from my home in 
Fredericktown to Kenyon, where I was tak-
ing a full course-load. It wasn’t much dif-
ferent from the year before, when I’d taken 
classes at Kenyon as a “guest student” while 
staying at home — part of a failed experi-
ment in admissions and, as it turned out, 
for me. In spring 2014, I transferred into an 
on-campus residence. My experience wasn’t 
the best, as I felt excluded from the Kenyon 
community. 
Recently, Kenyon has taken a larger in-
terest in students who are choosing to live 
off campus without agreement from the 
College, and plans to crack down on those 
not complying with the policy. While my 
experience off campus wasn’t the best, I 
can’t say I agree with the College’s policy 
or the idea of our campus as completely 
residential. In a Nov. 19 email sent to stu-
dents, Meredith Harper Bonham ’92, vice 
president for student affairs, cited  Gambier 
residents as being concerned about “noise, 
underage drinking, and garbage in their 
neighborhoods.” My neighbors at home, 
who are probably twice my age and have 
kids, have parties at all hours of the night 
and throw garbage in their yard — so why 
is it assumed that a space not occupied by 
students is automatically going be tranquil 
and peaceable?
It’s no secret that Kenyon’s residence 
halls are filled to capacity, but the recently 
constructed North Campus Apartments 
provide space for very few students, offering 
some kind of pseudo-segue into adulthood. 
Unless Kenyon chooses to expand these op-
tions soon, more flexibility should be given 
to students when deciding where students 
choose to live. Even though my experience 
living off campus was College-sanctioned 
and not so pleasant, I still feel strongly that 
if upperclassmen want to live off campus, 
they should have that option. With larger 
classes being accepted and no immediate 
action being taken on the part of the Col-
lege to improve housing, this feels especial-
ly pertinent. I understand the College has 
concerns in regards to the well-being of the 
students it oversees, but we should open up 
more options for students, who choose to 
pay for rooms and pay again to live some-
where else. If legal accountability were 
shifted away from off-campus residents, the 
College would not have to worry about the 
safety of adults who in less than six months 
might be living on their own anyway.
I wouldn’t choose to live off campus 
again. Like I said, it won’t be long before 
I have to live somewhere else and clean 
my own bathroom. Regardless, I think it’s 
time to open the lines of communication 
between students and the administration. 
Instead of cracking down on off-campus 
living, the administration needs to listen 
to what students want, and if that’s a home 
away from Kenyon, why shouldn’t they con-
sider it?
Reagan Neviska ’17 is an anthroplogy 
major from Fredericktown, Ohio. Contact 
her at neviskar@kenyon.edu.
While it’s unrealistic to expect students to spend 
a lot of time evaluating their professors during the 
finals crunch (especially given the College’s  f limsy 
excuse for a grace period), a multiple-choice work-
sheet seems contrary to the culture of constructive 
criticism that Kenyon is trying to foster. Only one 
of my professors this semester offered an addition-
al question on the standard evaluation, and that 
professor was the only one to discuss the pedagogy 
of the class with us. While it’s positive that Kenyon 
solicits student feedback during the faculty- and 
tenure-review processes, this system’s effectiveness 
is limited due to the small sample of people asked 
to offer their thoughts.
There should be another way to incentivize 
faculty to get student input, which may galvanize 
students to take ownership of their education and 
become more engaged in academic culture. The 
question of whether colleges today are coddling 
their students has been at the forefront of higher-
ed news recently. Perhaps improving the end-of-se-
mester staff evaluation is one way (though it should 
certainly not be the only one) to raise students’ 
concerns in a productive manner that involves peo-
ple at several different levels in the administration. 
Some may say if a student has genuine concerns 
with a professor’s methods, he or she should speak 
to the department chair. That solution implies a 
type of student empowerment and access to mem-
bers of the administration that Kenyon does not 
frequently extend to its students. There should be 
a solution that intersects between the inadequate 
current system and a highly serious conversation 
in the department chair or provost’s office, and 
updating the end of semester survey is certainly a 
start.     
Gabrielle Healy ’18 is an English major from 
Fairhaven, Mass. Contact her at healyg@kenyon.
“This course challenged me beyond my previous 
ability: check strongly agree, agree, unsure, disagree, 
strongly disagree.” You have to admire course evalu-
ations. They’re an opportunity to really tell your pro-
fessor how much you love/hate them and what they 
can do to improve. 
Or — they’re not. Nine multiple-choice questions 
about vague aspects of a professor’s performance 
is no way to provide useful feedback about how a 
course went. Kenyon, I strongly disagree with the 
way you conduct evaluations. Asking me to rate how 
satisfied I am based on the inadequate professor re-
views Kenyon allows professors to send on to us. All 
it tells me is that professors have no intention of im-
proving or changing the way they do things and if 
they can’t be bothered to do that, I can’t be bothered 
to evaluate them. 
For once in my collegiate career, I’m not just com-
plaining — I have a solution: Let’s get rid of the 
multiple-choice B.S. altogether. I could anonymous-
ly click a box that says I was dissatisfied with how 
the course went, or I could just write what I think. 
It’s not difficult to put a few blank boxes for ques-
tions about courses, and some professors do this — 
to them I say “thank you.” If professors did this it 
would tell me they actually care about my feedback. 
It’s incredibly frustrating when I have valid com-
plaints about things that didn’t work and could use 
improvement, but am not allowed to tell professors 
this on course evaluations. Evaluations are meant for 
students to voice their opinions. 
To those professors whose evaluations show only 
multiple-choice boxes, I sincerely hope you’re hap-
py with me marking “unsure” on each question, be-
cause I’m unsure whether you really care about im-
proving as a professor.
Griffin Burrough ’18 is an economics major from 
Summit, N.J. Contact him at burroughe@kenyon.edu.
There is a solution that resolves 
all of these problems without great 
expense or policy change. Building 
brand-new housing, increasing seat 
limits for courses and building an-
other dining hall are not necessary. 
Overcrowding has been caused by the 
record-breaking sizes of at least the 
last two first-year classes. 
The underlying problem must be 
that more students accept their offers 
of admission than the Office of Ad-
missions expects. Thus, the solution is 
clear: Admissions needs to reconsid-
er its formula for how many students 
it admits to curtail the size of future 
first-year classes. The trend of record-
breaking-large classes is simply un-
sustainable.
Jacob Griffith-Rosenberger ’16 is 
an anthropology major from Phila-
delphia, Penn. Contact him at grif fi-
throsenbergerj@kenyon.edu.
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After the end of his sophomore year at 
Kenyon, Thomas Cox ’17 began crafting 
his first solo album, Tom Spaces Out for 
a Bit, in his brother’s recording studio in 
Chicago, Hound House Studios. Cox re-
leased the album via his Bandcamp on 
Sept. 23.
The album features space-themed 
cover art, and each of its nine song titles 
references aspects of  George Lucas’s Star 
Wars franchise. The album includes such 
songs as “Jabba Goes to Pizza Hut” and 
“Qui-Gon, She Doesn’t Deserve You.” 
“I think music in certain situations 
can definitely suffer from taking itself too 
seriously,” Cox said of his titles. “Regard-
less of what’s going on, lyrically or musi-
cally, when it comes down to it, it’s just 
me goofing off.”
Cox was introduced to music at an 
early age. “Some of my earliest memories 
are riding around in the car listening to 
old Bon Jovi records,” he said. Tom Spac-
es Out For a Bit incorporates Cox’s love 
of classic rock in its high-tempo drum 
tracks and high-powered guitar riffs. 
The genre also motivated Cox to learn 
more music. At nine, Cox began taking 
drum lessons at his local music store. The 
guitar came soon after, and at 11 he be-
came involved in his first band, Authors 
and Audio, which has recorded three al-
bums. The last album, recorded in a stu-
dio in Nashville during the summer of 
2013, is titled The Man with the Octopus 
Arms; the 17-track project is still one of 
Cox’s most cherished musical accom-
plishments.
Anyone who attended Brave Potato’s 
production of Heathers: The Musical has 
witnessed Cox’s talent on the drumset 
first-hand. Emma Brown ’17, the music 
director of the show, said Cox is skilled 
not only in his ability to perform across 
different musical genres, but also in his 
uncanny talent at recognizing tempo.
Brown will sometimes quiz Cox on 
the tempo of any piece of music they hap-
pen to be listening to. “He can sometimes 
guess the tempo down to the beat per 
minute,” she said. 
Cox has been involved in several mu-
sical ensembles on campus. He played 
drums for former Kenyon band Trix and 
the Kids and is currently involved in both 
the Jazz Ensemble and Motown, a student 
swing band. 
Carolyn Ten Eyck ’18, a fellow Motown 
and Jazz Ensemble member, described 
Cox as a natural collaborator. “He’s re-
ally receptive to what other people need 
or what other people are doing and he can 
adjust really well, which is super impor-
tant as a drummer,” Ten Eyck said. 
While working with other musicians 
remains Cox’s preferred mode of per-
forming, Tom Spaces Out a Bit was largely 
a solo enterprise. Using digital recording 
technology, Cox played all the instru-
mental tracks on the album himself. He 
composed the music and lyrics to all the 
songs as well. “I wanted this project to 
be something that was 100 percent from 
me,” he said. He hopes to form a smaller 
student-musician group later this aca-
demic year to perform a live version of his 
album. 
Tom Spaces Out a Bit can be streamed 
on thomascox.bandcamp.com. 
Star Wars meets classic rock on new album from Cox ’17
Thomas Cox ’17, who released a solo album in September, has performed in several Kenyon 
bands including Motown and Trix and the Kids. 
COURTESY OF THOMAS COX
BAILEY BLAKER
ARTS EDITOR
Recent release Tom Spaces Out For a Bit combines Cox’s love of garage-band sound with his laid-back sense of humor. 
Kenyon professors 
dance for charity
Before the final rehears-
al leading up to last Friday 
night’s performance of Danc-
ing with the Kenyon Stars 
(DWTKS), the student danc-
ers and the Kenyon professors 
stayed apart from one anoth-
er, standing in corners and 
practicing their moves.
Once the rehearsal be-
gan, however, the student-
professor divide was broken. 
All separation was immedi-
ately forgotten as the pairs 
launched into friendly con-
versation and jokes.
Some professors found 
working with a student in 
a more personal setting not 
only completely natural, but 
also one of the best parts of 
performing in DWTKS.
Though she met her part-
ner Jack James ’18 for the 
first time during her prepa-
ration for the event, Visiting 
Instructor of Music Chelsey 
Hamm,  when asked which 
element of DWTKS was her 
favorite, was quick to men-
tion her partner. “He was so 
fun and really receptive in 
trying to make an art dance 
and a story dance,” Hamm 
said. “He was really patient, 
and really willing to show me 
things over and over.”
Professor of English 
Thomas Hawks shared a sim-
ilar sentiment about working 
with his former student An-
neka Johnston-Dumerauf ’18, 
and also commented on the 
ease of their relationship dur-
ing DWTKS.
“Anneka was in a poetry 
writing workshop of mine,” 
Hawks said. “I didn’t know 
she was going to be my part-
ner until we started practic-
ing together. It’s been great. 
It’s a kind of reversal — I’m 
learning a lot from her and 
that’s the fun.”
DWTKS not only benefits 
a good cause, raising more 
than  $800 for The Winter 
Sanctuary of Mount Vernon, 
and serving as yet another 
way to unite the Kenyon com-
munity in an unexpected way 
— through dance. Heidi Mc-
Crory, vice president of col-
lege relations, and Eric Nie-
hans ’16 were crowned as the 
victors. 
ERICA RABITO
STAFF WRITER “       I didn’t know she was going to be my partner until we started working 
together. It’s a kind of 
reversal — I’m learning 
a lot from her and that’s 
the fun.”
Thomas Hawks, professor of 
English
WHAT THE FHOCKAPELLA?
AMY SCHATZ | CHIEF COPY EDITOR
Fhockapella, a new singing group composed of members of Ken-
yon’s field hockey team, debuted in Rosse Hall on Sunday at “Voices 
of Kenyon,” a charity event hosted by Gospel Choir. Performing 
between the more established acts Gospel Choir and the Chasers, 
Fhockapella energetically took to the stage dressed in team attire: 
purple jerseys and T-shirts that declared “Lady Up.” Members Chris-
tine Bloom ’16 and Julia Richards ’17 soloed “Ain’t Got Far To Go” by 
Jess Glynne to the audience’s abundant enthusiasm. 
Pictured from left: Emmy Weiner ’16, Hanna Paterakis ’19, Weezie 
Foster ’18, Richards and Bloom.
JESS KUSHER | COLLEGIAN
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KENYON ATHLETICS 
ROUND-UP
Soccer’s season ends against Calvin
— Noah Nash 
The Lords’ soccer season came to an abrupt end on Nov. 
21 when they were eliminated from the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (NCAA) tournament after two weeks of 
hard-fought tournament games.
The Lords (19-2) fell 1-0 to Calvin College (Grand Rap-
ids, Mich.) in a game that showcased strong defense by both 
teams. The winning goal from Calvin came in the 84th min-
ute after a defensive breakdown led to an open goal. Calvin 
would go on to lose in the tournament semifinals to Loras 
College (Dubuque, Iowa), who then lost to Amherst College 
(Amherst, Mass.) in the finals.
While the Lords aren’t happy with the way the season end-
ed, the loss to Calvin does not discount the strong season the 
team had. The team clinched its second consecutive North 
Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) title with a decisive win 
over Ohio Wesleyan University on Nov. 7.
In addition to their NCAC regular season and tourna-
ment titles, the team had seven players receive All-NCAC 
recognition. Forward Tony Amolo ’17, Jeremiah Barnes ’16, 
and Sam Clougher ’17 were named to the first All-NCAC 
team, while Oliver Wynn ’18 and Alberto Carmona ’19 were 
named to the second All-NCAC team. Carmona was also 
named NCAC newcomer of the year. 
Josh Lee ’17 and Bret Lowry ’19 were named to the hon-
orable mention squad, while Head Coach Chris Brown was 
named the NCAC coach of the year.
The last time the Lords had 19 wins — the most in pro-
gram history — was in 1990. The 2015 season was also the 
first since 1996 in which the Lords made it to the NCAA 
quarterfinals.
While the team made it to the third round of the NCAA 
tournament in 2014 and won 18 games, they lost several key 
members of their conference-best defense to graduation. 
“This was supposed to be our down year,” Clougher said. 
“It’s so hard not to think again to next year. I didn’t think 
we’d be this good. I don’t think anyone did.”
Track and field opens winter season
The Lords and Ladies’ indoor track season began on Sat-
urday when a few students from each team competed in the 
Tiffin University Alumni Open (Tiffin, Ohio), where they per-
formed against students from other Ohio colleges and univer-
sities in their first events of the season.
 The Ladies ended up with four top-10 individual finishes 
in the unscored meet, led by Emma Levant ’16 and sopho-
mores Joan Edwards and Devron Martin. Levant took seventh 
place in the 300-meter dash at 45.96, and sixth in the 60-meter 
hurdles at 9.83. Edwards took eighth in the 200-meter dash at 
27.00 and Martin came in sixth in the triple jump with a leap 
of 33 feet, one inch.
 On the field side of the competition, the Ladies’ top per-
former was Jadah Jones ’18, who took 20th in the weight throw 
with a heave of 36 feet and four and a quarter inches.
 The Lords ended up with seven top-20 finishes, led by Alex 
Benthem de Grave ’16, sophomores Colton Orr and Ar’Reon 
Watson and Andrew Hall ’19.
 Orr and Benthem de Grave took 19th and 20th, respective-
ly, in the 300-meter dash, registering times of 39.68 and 39.80. 
Orr came in 19th in the 60-meter hurdles at 9.05, and Benthem 
de Grave came in 16th in the long jump at 19 feet, 11 inches. 
 Hall came in 20th in the 200-meter dash at 24.31 and took 
13th in the 60-meter dash at 7.35. Watson took 15th in the 
400-meter run at 56.49
 Both teams will travel to the College of Wooster on Jan. 23 




Molly Rubin ’16 turns the corner against a Hiram defender on Saturday.
NOAH NASH | COLLEGIAN
Ladies drop two close games 
against Hiram and Allegheny
Bailey Dominguez ’17 hit a go-ahead 3-pointer with 12 seconds left 
against Hiram, but a last-second basket downed Kenyon 62-61.
“       So far this season, we have proved to be a pretty men-tally tough team. From challenges in practice to challeng-
es in games, we have done a good job of bouncing back 
and playing just as hard.”
Griffin Tullis ’18
 No lead is ever safe in 
sports, and the women’s bas-
ketball team found that out 
the hard way on Saturday af-
ternoon. Their game against 
Hiram College turned out to 
be one of the most exciting 
in the recent history of the 
program, as the Ladies lost 
with two seconds remaining.
The Ladies dominated 
the f irst half, causing 18 Hi-
ram turnovers that resulted 
in 20 points and a 10-point 
halftime lead for Kenyon. 
In the second half, the Ter-
riers slowly chipped away at 
the deficit with good defense 
and timely shooting. Though 
Kenyon maintained the lead 
into the f inal minutes of the 
fourth quarter, the Ladies 
could not hold off a late Hi-
ram rally that included an 
8-0 run. Bailey Dominguez 
’17 made a 3-pointer with 
just 12 seconds remaining in 
the contest that put the La-
dies up by a point, but Hi-
ram answered on the f inal 
possession of the game with 
a game-winning lay-up. This 
gave the Terriers a 62-61 vic-
tory, and handed the Ladies 
their third loss of the season.
“One of the biggest chal-
lenges we faced when play-
ing Hiram was keeping their 
post out of the paint and 
limiting her touches on the 
ball,” Griff in Tullis ’18 said 
after the game. “But I think 
our team did a great job of 
sharing the ball.” Tullis 
made for seven of Kenyon’s 
61 points and went 3-7 from 
the f ield.
“We felt their post play-
ers were very strong and 
that it was important for us 
to control the paint,” Head 
Coach Suzanne Helfant said 
of her team’s in-game strat-
egy. “I thought we neutral-
ized their leading scoring 
and did a great job doubling 
her and forcing her into dif-
f icult shots. And although 
we didn’t come out on top, 
we gave ourselves a chance 
to win. We just came up a bit 
short.”
Dominguez was Ken-
yon’s top scorer, contribut-
ing a game-high 21 points, 
including 15 from behind 
the three-point arc. The La-
dies also received substan-
tial contributions from Jes-
sica Gerber ’19, who made 
her presence known with 17 
points on 6-10 shooting. If-
eoma Archimalo ’18 also im-
pressed, with six rebounds 
and four steals. These per-
formances were not enough 
to seal the victory, however.
“So far this season, we 
have proved to be a pretty 
mentally tough team,” Tul-
lis said before the Ladies’ 
contest against Allegheny 
College. “From challenges 
in practice to challenges in 
games, we have done a good 
job of bouncing back and 
playing just as hard. I think 
for our next game we will 
be even more motivated to 
win.”
Last night, the Ladies 
dropped another close game 
at home against Allegheny 
College. The Ladies got off 
to a slow start, and trailed 
the Gators 21-15 at the end 
of the f irst quarter.  In the 
second quarter, both teams 
were much more dominant 
on the defensive end, with 
the Ladies and Gators com-
bining for just 15 second-
quarter points. Fortunately, 
the Ladies scored nine of 
those points, and the team 
entered the second half trail-
ing by just three.
In the second half, the La-
dies cut the deficit to just 
two points with a minute 
left in the game.  With the 
ball in the Ladie’s posses-
sion, a bank shot by Domin-
guez rimmed out and a Ga-
tor secured the defensive 
rebound. That missed shot 
would prove critical, as the 
Ladies were not able to f in-
ish the comeback and lost 
57-53. In the loss, Miranda 
Diesz ’17 led the Ladies with 
nine points, while Lane Da-
vis ’19 led all players with 14 
rebounds.  
Kenyon (7-3) next plays 
on Dec. 19, when they travel 
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Lords and Ladies take second in home invitational
The Tartans, Blue Jays, Wildcats 
and Tigers left the Hill sorry this 
past weekend after the Lords and La-
dies beat all four Division-III teams 
in their Total Performance Sports 
Camps invitational meet (TPSC). 
From Thursday through Saturday 
Kenyon hosted five teams, including 
D-III Carnegie Mellon University 
(Pittburgh), Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity (Baltimore), Davidson College 
(Davidson, N.C.) and conference fel-
lows DePauw University, respectively. 
Kenyon also hosted one D-I school: 
the University of Pennsylvania (Phil-
adelphia). After three long days, the 
Lords and Ladies both took second to 
Penn’s Quakers, but topped the next-
best D-III schools by more than 500 
points.
Together the Kenyon teams pro-
duced 27 top-three finishes and set 
three James A. Steen Aquatic Center 
pool records. The North Coast Ath-
letic Conference athlete of the week, 
Julia Wilson ’18, was joined by Abby 
Wilson ’19 and Marysol Arce ’19 
to set pool records in the 100-yard 
breaststroke, 200-yard freestyle and 
the 1,650-yard freestyle, respectively. 
“I didn’t think it would happen 
this week,” Abby Wilson said. “It’s 
been a goal in the back of my mind 
but it wasn’t necessarily what I was 
aiming for. It was great to see how 
supportive everyone was of me.”
Abby Wilson has been swimming 
for 10 years with club teams and for 
her high school. She chose to attend 
Kenyon because she liked the balance 
between academics and athletics that 
the Kenyon swim team provides. On 
Saturday she broke the record for the 
200 yard freestyle during the 800 yard 
freestyle relay with a time of 1:49.18, 
beating the record set by Hillary 
Yarosh ’14 in 2012‐13 by .11 seconds.
The Lords earned 29 Nation-
al Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) qualifying times at TPSC, 
seven of which were part of relays.
“People were really excited for 
some fast swims,” Joey Duronio ’16 
wrote in an email to the Collegian. 
“One that sticks out to me was Os-
car Anderson’s 200 back in finals. He 
had an awesome race and the team 
was really excited for him.” Ander-
son ’17 had a NCAA qualifying time 
of 1:48.73 in the 200-yard backstroke.
Joining him, Duronio swam legs 
in four of those seven qualifying re-
lays and attained NCAA qualifying 
times in the 100 freestyle, 200 fly and 
200 freestyle events.
“Swimming is unique in that it is 
an individual and a team sport,” Head 
Coach Jess Book ’01 said. “In the mo-
ment it is very individual, when you 
are in your lane in the water and you 
have no contact with others. But it’s 
also a team — you’re connected to 
your team and relays are the best ex-
ample of that.”
Ryan Funk ’16, Percy Gates ’16 
and Alex Seaver ’17 joined Duronio 
in the pool for Saturday’s particularly 
intense final 200 freestyle relay. As the 
last event of the meet, this relay had 
every Kenyon Lord and Lady pump-
ing their fists in the air on the pool 
deck, cheering their teammates on. 
“One of our goals is to be the most 
energized and loudest group on deck, 
and I think that we really achieved 
that,” Abby Wilson said. “Everyone 
hit a best time or was close to their 
best time or had something they 
could be proud of.”
On the other end of the pool, 
Brandon Roman ’16 and Madeline 
Carlson ’19 both qualified for Zones, 
while Maria Zarkas ’16 scored a re-
cord-breaking 551.60 points on the 
three-meter diving board.
After the meet was over, Book 
called his team into a tight huddle and 
reminded them they are over halfway 
through the season. For Duronio, this 
final stretch of training is exciting but 
tough, since it marks his final months 
with the team.
With final scores of 1816.5 points 
for the Lords and 1866.5 for the La-
dies, the teams look forward to enter-
ing championship-season training. 
The swim and dive teams will spend 
the first two weeks of the new year 
training in Florida before returning 
to the Hill for more training prior to 
classes starting in January.
The teams compete next on Jan. 4 
against the United States Coast Guard 
Academy in Sarasota, Fla. The swim 
team will travel to Florida on Dec. 28 




Thursday, Dec. 10, 2015
Lords fall to aggressive Hiram, top Allegheny
COLIN AINSWORTH
STAFF WRITER
Brien Comey ’16 leaps to take the jump ball during Saturday’s game against Hiram College.
NOAH NASH | COLLEGIAN
Kenyon swimmers crouch poolside, cheering on a teammate as he approaches the wall; the Lords and Ladies took home 27 top-three finishes and beat all of the Division-III teams present.
The three-point line wasn’t adopted by 
the National Collegiate Athletic Association 
until 1986, but sometime between then and 
this past Saturday, the Hiram College Terri-
ers (4-2) figured out how to take advantage 
of this scoring opportunity, as they made 10 
3-pointers in their 88-78 victory over the 
Kenyon Lords (2-4).
Hiram dictated the pace of the game from 
the jump, running a full-court press for all 
40 minutes, forcing and capitalizing on 22 
Kenyon turnovers. Committing to the “pace 
and space” philosophy, the Terriers made as 
many three-point shots as the Lords took on 
Saturday, going 10-27 from range. Alexander 
Powell ’18 and Matt Shifrin ’19 hit Kenyon’s 
two 3-pointers.
The Lords trailed by five at the half, but 
as the game wore on, Hiram’s full-court 
pressure and barrage of 3-pointers began 
to take their toll. Hiram was “aware that 
we’re a team that thrives by slowing the ball 
down and wearing teams down with long 
possessions,” center Brien Comey ’16 said. 
“The pressure they put on our guards made 
it tough to get into our offense and led to 
us rushing.” Comey led the Lords with 19 
points and three blocks. 
“I thought we were in the right position 
most of the time, but we did not execute pass-
ing and catching against the press and their 
athleticism bothered us,” Head Coach Daniel 
Priest said of Kenyon’s turnovers. While the 
pace of the Terriers stymied Kenyon’s guards, 
Priest noted Kenyon also got  away from their 
original gameplan. “We clearly played too 
quick,” Priest said. “I take the blame for the 
pace. We converted some easy shots against 
the press but needed to be more patient and 
execute half-court offense.”
Hiram’s shooting made the difference. 
“They let them fly a lot because they were 
open a lot,” Tim Connolly ’16 said. “If we can 
make those looks difficult, I’ll be ok … but 
we have to be more solid on defending the 
three.” Connolly had 14 points and four as-
sists in the game. 
Though the Lords did not expect to 
start conference play without a win, Com-
ey said he remains positive. “Moving for-
ward, we just need to get back to playing 
our style of basketball and not letting our 
opponents change what we do,” he said. 
“In our league, there are going to be ups and 
downs. The key for us now is moving forward 
and not letting a slow start hold us back.”
The Lords, however, bounced back against 
Allegheny College (2-7) on Tuesday, winning 
74-62 thanks in part to Connolly’s huge per-
formance - he scored 32 points in a 33-min-
ute span. While no one else scored in the 
double digits, the Lords delivered a balanced 
attack, with 10 of 11 players scoring. 
The Lords effectively responded to their 
most pressing issues, turning the ball over 
six times to Allegheny’s 12 while also tri-
pling their attempts from three-point range 
on Tuesday, shooting 9-31. After a tough loss, 
a solid team win with a stunning individual 
performance might have been just what the 
team needed.
After beating Allegheny College 74-62 on 
Dec. 8th at home, Kenyon will not play again 
until Dec. 19, when they take on Ohio Wes-
leyan University in Delaware, Ohio. 
